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One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his disciples said to him, 

“Lord, teach us to pray.”…. Jesus said to them, “When you pray, say: ‘Our Father in heaven’ 

Luke 11:1-2 

 

Dads are great people. That’s why we remember them this weekend for Father’s Day because 

we want to thank God for the gift they are to us. 

  

Most people have a Dad, or a Grandad, Grandpa or Pa or some other name. And if you don’t 

have a Dad or a Grandad, you probably have an uncle or some other man who is a special friend 

to your family. 

 

We all need a Dad or someone who can act like a Dad for us. That’s the ideal way God has 

created families to be. It doesn’t always happen that way, some children grow up not knowing 

their Dads, but it doesn’t mean that Dads or male figures are not needed for that member of 

the family. 

 

Today I want to tell you that if you are lucky enough to have a Dad, there is something that 

Dads usually do that their kids like very much. 

 

But first three questions; 

 

Do Dads sometimes make you mad? Yes. 

 

Do Dads sometimes make you sad? Yes. 

 

Do Dads sometimes make you glad? Yes. 

 

You know one way my Dad made me glad when I was your age? My Dad played with me.  

When I was a kid, and I came home from primary school, and I had eaten and drunk something 

to fill my hungry tummy and I had finished watching TV, I would go outside in the backyard, 

where my Dad would be in his veggie garden, watering the plants, weeding the patch, looking 

after them.  

 

When I was there, and my Dad was in the garden I would wish and hope that he would stop 

what he was doing and come over and play with me. And you know what sometimes he did and 

when he did it made me feel so glad, so happy on the inside. Because he took time out of what 

he was doing to come and play with me. 



You know Jesus had two Dads. He had his Dad Joseph, who was married to his mother Mary, 

and Jesus had his Dad who was, and is, God. He called this Dad his Heavenly Father. He even 

had a nickname for his Heavenly Father, Abba. Abba which means Daddy in the language Jesus 

spoke.  

 

Do you know what made Jesus glad when he was with his Dad? Do you think Jesus played with 

his heavenly Dad? Well, if we say God is invisible, Jesus couldn’t really play with his Dad as we 

do. He couldn’t wrestle with him on the floor, or throw or kick a ball or ride a bike with him. 

Jesus could do and probably did all those things with his earthly Dad, Joseph, but not with his 

heavenly Dad. But you know what made Jesus glad when he was with his heavenly Dad? He 

prayed with him. He didn’t play with him, but he prayed with him.   

 

That’s what we do as followers of Jesus; we pray with our Heavenly Father, and our Heavenly 

Father prays with us. 

 

So to finish up, playing with our Dads is so important, it makes us feel glad to have a Dad. Just 

like that praying with our Dads is important too. Jesus did this with his Dads. We can do it with 

our Dads too. Play with them and Pray with them.  

 

Do you think you could go home tonight or over the weekend and pray with your Dad, or ask 

your Dad to pray with you? That would be a great gift he could give you. And then after you 

have prayed you could have a play with him.  

 

Prayer: Thank you, God, for our Dads, for the times we get to play with them, talk with them 

and pray with them. Bless our Dads, Grandads, the father figures in our lives. Give them a deep 

love for us, just as you love them very much. Bless all our Dads this Father’s Day. In Jesus’ name 

we pray. Amen. 


